
“ Plans to protect air and water, wilderness and wildlife are 
in fact plans to protect man” -Stewart Udell 

“..to protect the quality and quantity of the 
I sland’s water and ensure that  our water 
supply is healthy and sustainable now and 
into the future” 

“we never know the worth of water til the well is dry” - 
Thomas Fuller, Gnomologia, 1732 



1992 Rio Declaration 

Principle 10: 
 

Environmental issues are best handled 
with participation of all concerned 
citizens, at the relevant level 





Incorporating environmental rights into the new Water Act would strengthen its 
goal of providing comprehensive protection for PEI's water. 
 
Environmental rights  serve to protect, restore, and conserve the natural 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 
Environmental rights help ensure that our laws and policies protect the basic 
elements of our survival, and prioritize the values of sustainability, 
transparency, accountability,and democracy. 





“......demonstrate concrete, innovative ways that the use of human 
rights obligations can help to make environmental policies fairer, 
more effective and more respectful of the concerns of those most 
affected by environmental harm.”   



“ I see four primary benefits of a human rights perspective.  
 
  
o    First, it focuses attention on the ways that environmental harm prevents 
individuals and communities from living lives of dignity, equality, and freedom.  
  
o     Second, human rights norms set out clear procedural requirements for 
environmental policy-making.  
  
o      Third, human rights law includes minimum substantive standards that 
environmental policies must meet.  
  
o      Finally, human rights institutions may provide remedies for environmental 
harm”.  
 

Human Rights Obligations to Protect the Environment-  John Knox the United Nations Independent Expert on Human Rights and the Environment  





Procedural rights are an important component of environmental rights, they 
give citizens   tools to ensure their rights to a healthy environment and in this 
case clean water is being respected and protected  
 
Procedural rights enhance democracy, protect the environment, and safeguard 
human rights by fostering transparency,inclusiveness and accountability. 
 
These rights are central to morerepresentative, equitable, and effective 
environmental decision-making   
 



Procedural Rights  

Access to Information 

Public Participation in Environmental Governance and Decision-Making 

Access to Justice 

 Independent Oversight  





•Contribute to sustainable development 
•Enhance public awareness and participation 
•Increase accountability and legitimacy of regulation 
•Improve quality of policies, plans and decisions 
•Allow effectiveness of regulation to be monitored 
•Improve enforcement 
•Educative function 
•Market-type regulatory instrument 
 



“The multiple benefits of strengthening procedural rights 
include improving the quality of decisions, making 
decisions that reflect stakeholder values, building 
capacities and relationships, enhanced legitimacy and buy-
in and better implementation”   
 
 

David R. Boyd - Canadian ecological lawyer and leading environmental expert  
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